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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Jidda, Saudi Arabia, duly os 1943 


ust ty 
Dear Paul: NN SU 


My despatch no. 2 dated today reports that the 
California Arabian Standard Oil Co. is roinr to take 
a larger share in the construction of the irrigation 
project at Al-Yharj, and that this annears to be a 
first sten toward wider assistance to the %eudi 
Government by the company in ventures not connected 
with the production of oil. 


The local company representative realizes (and 
presumably all company officials concerned as well) 
that such a policy may lead them into many activities 
and entervrises not usually associated with an oil 
company. ‘lowever, the jaudi SCovernment needs heln, 
and there appears to be no better solution than the 
one in prospect. 


One of the minor considerations which may have 
influenced the company in its decision with rererd to 
the Al-Yharj project may have been a belief that the 
Seyptian Agricultural l‘ission at Al-Fharj is secretly 
trying to discredit the Americans there and to 
hamper their work. I do not know of any conclusive 
evidence of such an attitude on the part of the 
members of the “eynptian mission, but several Americans 
in the oil company suspect it, probably with some 
basis for their opinions. 


I understand that the ies eae are dissatisfied 
with living conditions at ALE harj, and it would not 
be surprising if they were to disappear from the 
scene before long. 


Sincerely, { epee oe 
Opsse/ at oy 
en 


Paul Alling, “squire, 
Chief, Division of Near “astern Affairg, 
Department of State, 
Washington. 
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Dear Jimmy: 


Thank you for your letter of July 22, 1943, inforn- 
\? ing us of the plan of the California Arabian Standard 011 


Company to participate in a greater measure in the Al-KharJ 
\ irrigation project. : 


<A t 


« 


an If you receive any conclusive evidence regarding the 
4 reported attompts of the Egyptian Agricultural Mission to 
discredit the work of the American Agricultural Mission, 
do you think it might be helpful if the Legation at Cairo 
could be asked to express an opinion as to whether the 
question might be taken up discreetly in Egypt? 


oe] 


1/2119° 4068 


Sincerely yours, 


@w/ Sd 


gat? The Honorable soe 
James S. Moose, Jr., ai 
<u, American Minister Resident hm OP 


o and Consul, the oe 
tee Jidda. oak 


NE: : DF 8/5/43 
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CROSS-REFERENCE FILE 


NOTE 


SUBJECT Equipment for irrigation project at Alfaj. 


Requests certain information regarding -. 


For the original paper from which reference is taken 


See Telegram $13, 6 pm 
(Despatch, telegram, instruction, letter, etc.) 
Dated January 11, 1944 From| saudi arabia 
FP) (Moose) 
So ae ee ee ee 7 
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No. 96 AEH 


LEGATION OF THE 


UNITED STATES OF AM . 
<4 Zo 


Jidda, Saudi Arabia, bd 12 


Subject: Saudi Arabian Popular Reéals 
Anti-Locust Campaign. ‘*.; 






“R. MURRAY 








SECRET 2 4194. 
aN ] 
The donora ie “PTMeNT OF SS 
= Me: y ef State, vere 
=} nt ton. : 
Se Smad 
Sir! an 
ese 
IT have the fhofor to refer to the ve aaa 
fee Centre's t Letter No, for December 
43; in particular to the rep report on =e Anti-hocust 


Arabia, referred to on page 4 of 
the Letter, and to give the following indication of 
local and unofficial reaction to the campaign. 


The entire anti-locust mission consists of 
about 300 Britishers and 700 Palestinians, all military, 
and all in uniform. They are said to have nearly 500 
motor vehicles. 


On December 17 one party of the mission, consist- 
ing of about 185 motor wehicles, began straggling into 
Dhahran after a slow and difficult journey from Kuwait. 
Much of the difficulty arose from the fact that the 
motor equipment was not suitable for the sand 
encountered in Saudi Arabia. 


ee bo aa | 6 


Lecal people, including local officials, 
immediately began to ask themselves and one another 
what was the purpose of the expedition anyway. 
Considering the magnitude of the preparations, it was co 
obvious to anyone that the objective was not solely Ay 
the destruction of locusts. This point caused endless * 
discussion, and no one point of view was generally ze 
acceptable. 


Simultaneously, there was a great deal of grumbling 
that the Saudi Arabian Government was in dire need of ™ 
70 motor trucks (or 170) and could not obtain then, <a 
while the anti-locust expedition (of no value in the 
eyes of the Arabs) came into the country with nearly 500 Ai 
vehicles. Why, they asked, should not some of these a 
vehicles be turned over to the Saudi Arabian Government 
where they would do some good. 


It was noted, but not resented, apparently, that 
the various parties communicate with each other by radio, 
in violation of local law or regulation or both. 


A party somewhat smaller than that which went to 
Dhahran arrived in Jidda from Yenbo sometime prior to 
December 28, 1943. It camped some miles outside Jidda 
in the windiest, dustiest place in this vicinity, much 
to the disgust of the members of the party, both British 
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and 
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and Palestinian. In adé@itien to the unpleasantness 
of existence under such circumstances, there has 
been the greatest difficulty in maintaining order 
among Abe the. Paledtinian per: @l. Many knives from 
the Jidaa bazeer. have. ted the persenal 
effects of the" iesthhtans (they were disarmed 


‘before entering Arabia), and a number of the knives 


have ‘been used. It is reported that several men have 
been returned from here to Yenbo for court martial. 


One American is reported to be with the mission, 
but this Jegation has no knowledge of his whereabouts. 
This fact searcely seems to justify the impression in 


the local coffee-shops that the anti-locust mission's 


Samp cutside Jidds ia that of the United States Army. 


Cagites, 2 Meypotialay, yours , 





To the Department in. ozaltd. 
‘Copy. to F.E.A., Cairo. 
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